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 5 Scholarships 
Available for Current & 
Former Foster Youth 

Computer Camp Applications Due Feb.23rd 
 
       Computer Camp 1    March 24th at Ivy Tech Community College in Fort Wayne  
     Computer Camp 2    April 14th at Indiana State University in Terre Haute 
     Computer Camp 3    April 21st at Ivy Tech Community College in Indianapolis 

The deadline is nearing for youth to submit an application for the upcoming computer 
camps.  Youth should apply for the camp that is near their residence.  This is an 
excellent opportunity for motivated youth to receive a computer and participate in 
training at the same time.  Please provide the attached application form to all foster and 
former foster youth who may be interested in applying for the computer camp who are 
age 17 to 20 and meet the eligibility requirement as identified in the application.   

Youth who are selected from the applications will attend the all day camp, learn how to 
operate numerous programs and will take the computer and printer with them for their 
own use at the end of the day.  This is an opportunity that all eligible youth should take 
advantage of whether they plan to attend a post-secondary institution or not.  The due 
date for the applications to be returned is February 23rd.   
 
The selection process is based on the youth’s responses to the questions and essays.  
Applications are scored by a team of 3 to 4 people for each camp.  Due to the large 
number of applications, being selected for computer camp is very competitive.  It is 
important that youth understand the need to complete the application and provide 
thorough answers to the essay questions by using the appropriate number of words 
without constant repetition of specific words or phrases.   

Medicaid for Youth Aging out of Foster Care (MA14) 
 
On July 1, 2006, the new category (MA14) became effective for all youth who have aged 
out of foster care at age 18 and those youth who are leaving foster care at age 18 or 
older.  As of November, there were 133 youth currently enrolled.   Based on the number 
of youth who turn 18 in foster care every year, there are many more out there who are 
eligible who may not be aware of this benefit.   It is important that we assist youth as 
they are leaving foster care at age 18 as well as provide this information to former foster 
youth that come to the attention of service providers or former case mangers.    
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Scholarship for 
African-American 
Single Mothers 

Chapter 11-
Independent Living 
Policy 

http://www.in.gov/dcs/pol
icies/cwmanual.html 
 

Education and Training 
Voucher Program 

https://www.statevoucher
.org/ 

CONTACT US: 
Independent Living 
Coordinator            
Mary Lou Easter, MSW     
317-232-7116    
Central Office           
765-762-6125  
Warren County DCS 
mary.easter@dcs.in.gov 

 

The attached form must be completed along with an application for Medicaid one month 
before the foster youth’s 18th birthday in order to maintain their benefits and to move 
them to the new Medicaid category.   

Apply for Financial Aid Now    http://www.in.gov/ssaci/ 
It is time to apply for federal financial aid for all foster youth planning to attend college 
or vocational schools in the fall of 2007.   It is vital that the youth apply before March 
10th in order to be eligible for state grants also.   The State Student Assistance 
Commission of Indiana website is listed above.  Please assist youth in going to this website 
to see what Indiana has to offer to all youth planning to go to college.   This website has a 
link to the FAFSA website where the youth can complete the form online.    

Below is information about College Goal Sunday where assistance is available 
throughout the state in completing the FAFSA (Free Assistance for Financial Student 
Aid).   Once youth who will turn 18 in foster care have applied for the FAFSA and receive 
their award letter, they need to go to www.statevoucher.org to apply for Education and 
Training Voucher (ETV) funds. 
 
ETV funded youth continuing in college, must reapply for state and federal funds annually 
as well as applying for ETV funds annually.  In order for recipients to receive on-going 
ETV funds for the up-coming semester, semester grades must be submitted timely.  
Funds for the upcoming semester will not be released until the grades for the previous 
semester have been received by the ETV manager. 

College Goal Sunday – FEBRUARY 11, 2007 at 2:00 pm 
http://www.collegegoalsunday.org/ 
 

Below is a list of the cities in Indiana where the College Goal Sunday will be held.   Please go to the website to 
find the location for each site.    This is an excellent opportunity to receive line by line assistance in completing 
the FAFSA.   Please remember that all youth who will turn 18 in foster care must answer question # 53 on the 
FAFSA with a yes that they are a ward of the court.  That will make them an independent student and they will 
not be required to provide any financial information other than their own. 
 

Anderson  Bloomington Columbus 

East Chicago  Elkhart  Evansville  

Fort Wayne  Gary  Goshen  

Greencastle  Hammond  Indianapolis  

Kokomo  Lafayette  Lawrenceburg  

Logansport  Marion  Merrillville  

Michigan City  Muncie  New Albany  

North Vernon  Plymouth  Richmond  

South Bend  Terre Haute  Valparaiso  

Vincennes  Warsaw    
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Orphan Foundation Scholarship for Foster Youth & Alumni 
http://www.orphan.org/scholarships.html 
 

Scholarship applications will be available at the website above between January 1 and March 31, 2007. 
Awards will be announced in mid-June 2007, to the email address submitted in the application.  
 

Applicants must: 
1. have been in foster care for one consecutive year at the time of their 18th birthday or high school 

graduation OR 
2. Have been adopted or taken into legal guardianship out of foster care after their 16th birthday OR 
3. have lost both parents to death before the age of 18 and not been subsequently adopted.  In this 

instance, copies of the death certificates must be provided. 
AND   1) Be accepted into or enrolled in an accredited post-secondary program (university, college, 
community college or vocational/technical institute)  2) be under the age of 25 on March 31, 2007. 
 

Other Scholarship Websites 
http://www.fastweb.com/  Students can log into this website to search for free scholarships.  Fastweb is the 
nation’s largest source of local, national and college-specific scholarships.   Students can start their free search 
by creating an account. 
 

http://www.college-scholarships.com/free_scholarship_searches.htm   Students will find links to more than 
40 free, online scholarship search sites listing thousands of scholarships and financial aid awards worth billions 
of dollars. Just visit the sites which seem most appropriate and find the scholarships that are a good match.  
Most of the online scholarship search sites include scholarships that can be used by students enrolled in 
traditional college programs or by students earning online degrees. 

 

http://www.collegeaccess.org/NCAN/   National College Access Service: this website is extremely helpful to 
students looking for college information and financial aid.   
 

IL Field Specialists Contact Information 
 

Christine Singleton - Regions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6       Jeannie Darden - Regions 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 
St. Joseph County DFR          Central Office 
102 N. Center Street, Ste 500        402 W. Washington Street, MS08 
Mishawaka, IN 46533-1232              Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(office) 574-256-7875 x212         (office)  317-2324-5128 
(fax) 574-256-7885              (fax)  317-232-4436   
(cell) 574-261-3477          (cell)  317-650-6625 
 

Beth Prebeck - Regions 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18 
Lawrence County DCS 
918 16th St., Ste 100 
Bedford, IN 47421 
(office)  812-277-2044 
(fax)  812-279-6950   
(cell) 317-439-6599 
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IL Transition Planning Training Scheduled 
 
Anyone Family Case Manager with a teen, age 16 or older, on their caseload should attend this training to 
ensure that planning takes place for youth as they are aging out of care.  Please register for a specific 
training with Mary Lou Easter at mary.easter@dcs.in.gov as soon as possible as some sites only have room for 
35 people.  Registration will be on a first come, first served basis.  Additional training will be scheduled in the 
fall.  This training is also open to Probation staff and Chafee IL Providers staff. 

 

 DATE             TIME & ROOM                    LOCATION   
   

March 12, 2007 
Monday 

1:00 pm to 4:30 pm  
Entrance #4, park in the rear. Enter thru the 
double doors on the East side of the building. Push 
security buzzer by door to enter. 

Youth Opportunity Center  
3600 Kilgore Ave, Muncie 

   

March 19, 2007 
Monday 

1:00 pm to 4:30 pm  
Large Conference Room 

Marion County DCS  
4150 N. Keystone, Indianapolis  

March 20, 2007 
Tuesday 
 

8:30 am to 12:00 pm  
Large Conference Room 

Marion County DCS  
4150 N. Keystone, Indianapolis 

March 21, 2007 
Wednesday 
 

8:30 am to 12:00 pm 
Basement of DCS bldg.  Parking garage is between 
4th & 5th Street with entrance on 5th near South St. 

Tippecanoe Co DCS  
111 N. 4th Street, Lafayette 

   

April 3, 2007 
Tuesday 
 

8:30 am to 12:00 pm - Central Time Southwest Training Center 
604 Quail Run Road , Vincennes 

April 3, 2007 
Tuesday 
 

1:00 pm to 4:30 pm - Central Time  
Conference Room 165-C 

Vanderburgh Co. DFC.  
100 E. Sycamore St., Evansville   

April 4, 2007 
Wednesday 
 

8:30 am to 12:00 pm 
Off of Lake Road, turn right near electric 
substation 

Southeast Training Center  
375 Lovers Lane, Scottsburg 

April 5, 2007 
Thursday 
 

8:30 am to 12:00 pm 
Entrance is through the back of the west side of 
the building under the under the blue canopy.  Go 
past the stairs to the central hall way, through both 
sets of double doors and to the left to the 
conference room entrance. 

Lawrence County Work One 
918 16th Street, Bedford  
Parking is available in two lots behind the building; at 
17th & J Sts. and on I St. between 16th St. & 17 St.   

   

April 12, 2007 
Thursday 
 

8:30 am to 12:00 pm - Central Time     
3rd Floor Conference 

Lake Co DCS Room  
661 Broadway, Gary 

April 12, 2007 
Thursday 
 

1:00 pm to 4:30 pm - Central Time 
3d floor Conference Room 

Lake Co DCS  
661 Broadway, Gary 

   

April 16, 2007 
Monday 
 

8:30 am to 12:00 pm - Central Time 
1st building on left on Woodland Ave  

NW Training Center-Laporte Co DCS 
1551 S. Woodland Ave., Michigan City 

April 17, 2007 
Tuesday 

8:30 am to 12:00 pm 
Atrium 

Juvenile Justice Center 
1000 S. Michigan , South Bend 

April 18, 2007 
Wednesday 

8:30 am to 12:00 pm 
Basement (allow extra time for Security Officer to 
let you in) 

NE Training Center-Allen Co DCS 
201 East Rudisill, Fort Wayne 

April 18, 2007 
Wednesday 

1:00 pm to 4:30 pm 
Basement (allow extra time for Security Officer 
to let you in) 

NE Training Center-Allen Co DCS 
201 East Rudisill, Fort Wayne 
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Youth Community Challenge – An Education and Employment Event 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2007 from 2:30 to 5 p.m. 
at Goodwill Industries, 1635 W. Michigan St 

Want to get your GED?      Looking for a training program?     Need to find a job? 

The Youth Community Challenge is a chance for Marion County youth ages 17-21 to learn about education and 
job-training services provided by Goodwill Youth Services.  

Meet with employers who hire youth (some on-the-spot interviews).  Enroll on-the-spot in GED classes and 
workshops. Fill out job applications. Speak with recruiters from local colleges, universities, training and 
apprenticeship programs.   For more information, contact the Goodwill Youth Learning Center 

317-524-4333 or info@goodwillyouth.org 

5 Scholarships Available for Current and Former Foster Youth 
 
The Board of Directors of the Home for Little Wanderers in Boston has generously offered full scholarships 
for 5 girls (ages 18-21) who are former or current foster children.  They are opening this new program with 
Pine Manor College to create a supportive campus experience to help girls to go from foster care to college. 
Academic instruction and support, mentors, clinical supports, laptops for each girl to take with them onto 
college, life skills, all dorm set-ups, and internships during the summer are included in the program.  The 
admissions criterion is simply that each girl must have a GED or high school diploma and a sincere interest in 
going to college by September with our help.   
  
The experience starts during the month of February (flexible to the transitional needs of each scholarship 
recipient), and continues to September 1, 2007.  The scholarship includes room, board, allowance, instructional 
tuition, internship stipends... just about everything except airfare.  
  
At this time, 5 scholarships are available to girls from anywhere in the country, and this program 
becomes a state-funded service option for the Massachusetts Department of Social Services on March 1, 
2007.   
 
Information of the program and a scholarship application is attached below.  For more information on this 
program, please contact Joyce Taylor, formerly with the CT child welfare agency and current director of the 
Home for Little Wanderers, at JoyceLeeTaylor@aol.com. 

• Academic Support for College and Life at Pine Manor College Brochure 
• Academic Support for College and Life at Pine Manor College Referral/Application for Admission 
• Academic Support for College and Life at Pine Manor College Questions and Answers 
 

Scholarship for Single African-American Mothers 
 
The Sister Thea Bowman Foundation has four scholarships for African-American single mothers and their child 
to attend the College of St. Mary in Omaha, Nebraska. The Foundation will grant $30,000.00 over a period of 
four years to the College of St. Mary on behalf of each student. In return the College of St. Mary will match 
that grant with an additional $24,000. The student must be an African-American single mother who has 

http://www.in.gov/dcs/programs/pdf/pmcbrochure.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dcs/programs/pdf/pmcapp.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dcs/programs/pdf/pmcq&a.pdf


 6

completed high school.  She must be from low income housing. She must be able to gain admission to  
College of St. Mary.  She need not be Catholic. Each student will have an African-American mentor during her 
course of study at the College of St. Mary.  
 
Each student will also have an African-American host family from Omaha who will also serve as mentor. Each 
mother may take up to two children with her to the College of St. Mary. The cut off age for the child is nine. 
Each mother will live in a dorm with other single mothers and their children. This dorm has been especially 
renovated to accommodate mothers and their children. It is not a full scholarship. The applicant must quality 
for financial aid and loans.  (Eligible students can access ETV funds from IN for this program.) 
 
If interested, please contact Mary Lou Jennings, Executive Director of the Sister Thea Bowman Foundation at: 
marylouj11@aol. com 


